
Friends often struggle with the Bible, especially because of its ubiquitous violence.  But violence is precisely 
the point: the Bible is to a large extent about the human tendency to violence, and how it might be overcome.  
We will see how the archaic connection between violence and the sacred gradually gives way to the conviction 
that “violence is not an attribute of God” (Epistle to Diognetus, 2nd century).  

We will look at some key texts that illustrate “the scapegoat mechanism:” the unconscious collective 
transfer of aggression and violence on to a random victim; its replication in ritual sacrifice (ubiquitous in the 
ancient world); and the way in which sacred violence has always provided the glue that makes culture possible.  
We will see how, beginning in Genesis, continuing through the Hebrew prophets, and culminating with Jesus’ 
life, teachings, and death, the Bible decisively exposes and undermines this pervasive dynamic of scapegoating.

 Scapegoating is the prototype of “good” or sacred violence overcoming “bad” violence—a dynamic that
is all too present in today’s world.  Based on the work of Rene Girard,  this reading of Scripture has enormous 
implications for our understanding of violence in the world, as well as Friends’ work for peace and racial justice.

About the program facilitator: Tom Gates is a member of Lancaster (PA)

Friends Meeting, where he has been active on Worship and Ministry. His 
particular leading among Friends has been to translate insights from 
contemporary theology into a Quaker context.  He is the author of five Pendle 
Hill Pamphlets, including Reclaiming the Transcendent: God in Process (#422), 
and You are My Witnesses: Witness and Testimony in the Biblical and Quaker 
Traditions (#435), as well as an FGC publication, Opening the Scriptures: Bible 
Lessons from the 2005 Gathering of Friends. 

 “…Once you see this way of reading the Bible, you can never go back… It 
is akin to swallowing the red pill” [from The Matrix] 

- Michael Hardin
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Registration for:   The Year End Retreat

Name(s): ________________________________ Name(s) and age(s) of children coming: ______________________

Mailing Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________   E-mail: ____________________________________________________

I/we plan to pay $ _______/person on the $420 - $560/person sliding scale. (More on this below) 

Medical or ethical dietary restrictions:  _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Accommodation or mobility concerns:  _______________________________________________________________
--------------------------------------------------------------- Detach Here and Return -------------------------------------------------------------
TO REGISTER, fill out the form above and send it to the address below.

Check-in is from 4 PM to 6 PM.  Dinner is served at 6 PM and you can expect to be depart by 12 PM on Sunday after 
closing worship.  We no longer require a deposit with your registration. We trust that you will "let your yay be yay" 
and you'll participate in this program if you register. If you absolutely must cancel, please do so at least two days in 
advance. Otherwise we will request $50 payment for the food the cook has already purchased for you.  
A NOTE ABOUT OUR SLIDING SCALE:

 Comprehensive rate: The top of our scale covers all our costs. ($560/person). 
 Standard rate: We hope most people will pay at least this amount. ($480/person)
 Special reduced rate: The bottom to our scale ($400/person).  
 Quaker Center Annual Pass purchased by_____________________________ (name or meeting)

No one will be refused from our programs due to lack of funds. Please call or email us for financial aid.

CHILDCARE: will be provided by advance arrangement with Directors at no extra charge to parents, though we 
request $100 per child over the age of 3 to cover the cost of meals.

ACCOMMODATIONS, THINGS TO BRING, AND FOOD: Sleeping accommodations will be in the Orchard and 
Redwood Lodges (semi-private rooms). Bring a sleeping bag or sheets and blankets, pillowcase, towel, and 
toiletries including shower soap. Please do not wear or bring strongly scented toiletries. 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING PETS. Animals trained to serve the disabled are allowed ONLY with prior permission from 
the Directors.  All meals at Quaker Center are vegetarian. We ask all participants to take turns working together on 
meal prep, dish crew, and cleaning at the end of the program. Please tell us if you must leave early so that we can 
make sure you get signed up for a final clean up task that can be done before you go. 

TRANSPORTATON: See our website, http://www.quakercenter.org/directions/ for directions. If you are arriving by 
bus, let us know at least a day in advance if you need a shuttle and we will pick you up from Ben Lomond bus 
stops. Call 831-212-2631 if you need to change your pick up time.

DRIVING DISTANCES FROM:
 Los Angeles: 365 miles, 6.5 hours

 Sacramento: 150 miles, 2 hours, 45 minutes

 San Francisco:  90 miles,  2 hrs and 15 minutes

 San Jose Intl Airport: 35 miles, 50 minutes

 Santa Cruz, 12 miles, 25 minutes

PUBLIC TRANSIT: 
 Amtrak: Take the train to the San Jose Diridon 

Station 
 From the San Jose Diridon Station: Take the 17 

Express bus to the Cavallaro Transit Station in 
Scotts Valley.

 From the Scotts Valley or Santa Cruz: Take the 35 
or 35A bus to Ben Lomond.

 In Ben Lomond: Get off at Highway 9 and Main 
Street and walk or call for a ride.
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