
BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER invites you to: 

 

 
The title phrase is an old Quaker term referring to a sense of being gathered in a powerful unity, a sense of presence 

directing our lives.  This, at least, is my understanding of it, and I wonder how many of us are craving a stronger sense of 

this in our meetings.  Do we know the empowering experience of ourselves as participants in a community at work, 

seeking to embody a great vision of how life is to be lived?  What is the source of this power, the shape of its practice in 

our meetings?  I think we see the traces-- in our tradition, the lives of earlier Friends, in writings deeply entered into, in 

occasions of joint work, study, worship, and service, in strong and deepening friendships.  My hope is that a group of us, 

in a week-long learning community, might engage with these traces and nourish the seeds we find in our own lives.  I 

hope, too, that we might carry our experience home as provocation and good news to our monthly meetings.  

 

My plan is for a week-long series of short presentations or workshops offered by various Friends including Eric Moon, 

Rachel Findley, Stephen Matchett, Diego Navarro, Kathy Hyzy, and Paul Harris, that would each take up only a portion 

of one day.  These would be supplemented by follow-up activities that would extend and integrate these into a coherent 

exploration of who we are as Friends and how we can work to invigorate and enrich our own Quaker lives and the lives of 

our home meetings.  How Friends relate to the bible, to our testimonies, our social witness, our engagement with life and 

death, our spiritual practices, the lives of early Friends, the stories that shape us—there is certainly more to draw on than 

our week can contain.  Yet I am convinced that a half-dozen topics, offered by Friends deeply engaged, can provide the 

framework for a compelling, even transforming, week.    

 

The typical daily pattern will include:  

--morning worship and a morning presentation,  

--afternoon sessions of worship sharing, conversation, hikes, individual retreat time, informal gatherings, and  

--evening sessions of music, story, participant presentations, and a quiet closing worship time. 

 

On the last day, we hope to create together, a document, a program, a story, some “embodiment” to carry back to our 

monthly meetings as a seed, or a challenge.  

 
 

ABOUT THE WORKSHOP LEADER: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Oh! that Friends would so dwell in the life , that they might in all things exalt the standard of Truth... " 

– John Comly, Journal of the Life and Religious Labours of John Comly, 1853 

Quakers...in the Life 

Led by Jim Anderson and Friends 

September 23 - 29, 2012 

 

Jim Anderson joined the Society of Friends in 1980 while teaching in Hong Kong.  He 

has been active among west coast Friends since that time, while teaching comparative 

religion at the state university in Chico.  Recently he has felt called to work with Friends 

eager to rebuild and revitalize our Society—through study, restructuring, active witness, 

and new patterns of daily living.  Attendance at the world gathering in Kenya gave this 

work a larger context.  He hopes this week long session will create a learning community 

that will seed transformation. 

 



Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________  E-mail ___________________________________________ 

I/we plan to pay $ _______/person on the $400 - 520/person sliding scale. (More on this below)  

Food allergies or sensitivities: ___________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Accommodation needs: _________________________________________________________________   

Check here ____ to receive Quaker Center announcements solely by e-mail. 

QUAKER  CENTER 
Box 686, Ben Lomond, CA  95005        

www.quakercenter.org   (831) 336-8333  mail@quakercenter.org                              
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------------------------------------------------------- Detach Here and Return ---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

TO REGISTER, fill out the form above and send it to the address below. 
Check in begins at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.  Dinner is at 6:00 PM and the program concludes about 2:30 PM on 
Saturday after final cleanup.  We no longer require a deposit with your registration.  We trust that you will "let 
your yay be yay" and join us for this program if you register.  If you absolutely must cancel, please do so in 
ample time to save Quaker Center any loss for food costs or having to turn away another participant. 
 
A NOTE ABOUT OUR SLIDING SCALE: 

Comprehensive rate: The top of our scale covers all our costs. ($520/person).  
Standard rate: We hope most people will pay at least this amount. ($460/person) 
Special reduced rate: The bottom to our scale ($400/person).   
No one is ever refused access to our programs because of lack of funds. Scholarship support is available; 

 please ask if you are in need. 

 Accommodations, things to bring, and food: Sleeping accommodations will be in the Orchard Lodge (semi-
private rooms). Bring a sleeping bag or sheets and blankets, pillowcase, towel, soap, flashlight, and slippers. 
Linens may be rented for a modest fee. No pets, other than certified service animals.  All meals at Quaker 
Center are vegetarian. Participants take turns with meal prep, dishes, and cleaning chores at the end of the 
program. Please tell us in advance if you must leave early so that we can sign you up for a chore that can be 
done before you go.  

 Transportation: See our website, http://www.quakercenter.org/directions/ for directions. If you are arriving 
 on the bus let us know and we will provide a shuttle from Ben Lomond or Scotts Valley. We especially 
 encourage the use of public transportation for this program due to the road detour that will be in place 
 during these dates. Quaker Center will provide shuttles from Scotts Valley and Ben Lomond transit stops. 

 
DRIVING DISTANCES FROM: 

 Los Angeles: 365 miles, 6.5 hours 

 Sacramento: 150 miles, 2 hours, 45 minutes 

 San Francisco:  90 miles,  2 hrs and 15 minutes 

 San Jose Intl Airport: 35 miles, 50 minutes 

 Santa Cruz, 12 miles, 25 minutes 

 
 

PUBLIC TRANSIT:  
 

 Amtrak: Take the train to the San Jose Diridon 
Station  

 From the San Jose Diridon Station: Take the 17 
Express bus to the Cavallaro Transit Station in 
Scotts Valley. 

 From the Scotts Valley or Santa Cruz: Take the 
35 or 35A bus to Ben Lomond. 

 In Ben Lomond: Get off at Highway 9 and Main 
Street and walk or call for a ride.

 


